
Anthropology of Religion (January 2022) 

Professor Nadia Fadil  

 

Exam information: AOR was an oral exam in January 2022, everyone pulled one page with 

a main question + subquestions related to the topic. So e.g.  ‘Question 1’ was the questions 

set that one student got, ‘question 2’ was the questions set of another student.  

 

Question 1:  

Agency and creativity occupy an important place within the anthropology of religion. 

- Situate the concept  

- Talk about the approaches that Turner and Malinowski have taken on the question of 

agency, by drawing parallels and contradictions between their approaches. 

- How do contemporary ethnographers study the issue? Talk about 2 ethnographic 

cases of your choice. 

 

Question 2: 

What is cultural relativism? 

- Link Evans Pritchard, Levi-Strauss, and Asad to CR  

- How does this concept unfold in contemporary works, analyse  two case studies 

seen in class 

- What are the benefits and limitations of CR to you? 

 

Question 3:  

The question of dividualism, interdependency and relationality has been a central issue for 

many anthropologists. Who has sought to demarcate themselves from the Cartesian and 

objectifying understanding of social life? 

- Explain this statement in your own words 

- Illustrate this statement by drawing on at least 2 classical authors 

- How does this question come up in the work of Govindrajan and de la Cadena? Draw 

parallels and differences. 

 

Question 4:  

In anthropology there is a crisis of representation.  

- What does Asad add to this? Explain his work. 

- Did they look differently at religion in the past? If so, illustrate/explain with two classic 

authors of your own choice  

- How is religion researched today? Use an anthropological case study and draw 

parallels/differences with Asad.  

 

Question 5:  

The role of power in the study of religion.  

- Use power to analyze two readings, compare them (parallels/differences)  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Question 6:  

Collaborate about colonial critique and crisis of representation 

- Link it with Asad and say how it influences the postcolonial anthropology of religion 

today.  

- Compare to 2 classical authors. Say what the main consequences are for modern 

anthropology using 1 ethnographical case study 


